
The Bosticks



Who Were They? 
• The Bosticks were a family of freedmen 

who settled in Murphysboro after the 
Civil War

Stephen Bostick

Bostick School, taught by Grace 
Bostick, daughter of Stephen

Chaney Bostick

Bostick Cemetery sign – present day



Military Men
• Shortly after the Emancipation 

Proclamation, several Bostick individuals 
fled their enslavers in Arkansas and enlisted 
in the Union Army in Memphis

• For the next few years, they would serve in 
the US Navy aboard the USS General Bragg



New 
Beginnings

• Following the war, the 
Bosticks settled in 
Murphysboro and farmed 
their land

• They owned many acres 
and opened a school, 
Church, and cemetery  



Despite their 
Successes…
• Despite their successes, the 

Bosticks clearly still faced 
segregation and challenges in 
Southern Illinois 

Where the “important 
people” of Jackson 
county had their images 
placed in the 1907 Atlas

Where Stephen Bostick, 
who also paid to have his 
portrait made, was 
relegated



Essential 
Questions

• To what extent does the broader national 
experience for freedom seekers 
compare and contrast with the Bostick 
story?

• How did the promise of freedom and 
military service shape the lives of 
freedmen like the Bosticks during and 
after the Civil War?

• Which evidence best explains why 
African Americans like the Bosticks left 
the South and chose to settle in places 
like southern Illinois?
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