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Underground Railroad in Southern Illinois circa 1850 [GIS Map], Educa?ng with Evidence 

 
Introduction: 
Examine the map at the top of this page. What do you notice about the pattern of 
violence (pistol icons) and Free Black Communities (dots)? What might it mean? Why?  
This Geographic Information Systems (GIS) map is part of a larger unit on the 
Underground Railroad in the US and (more specifically) southern Illinois. It shows a 
tremendous amount of violence in this region circa 1850, but who were the victims? 
Analyze the provided primary sources to address the essential questions listed below: 
 
Essential Questions: 

• How safe was it for Free African Americans, Freedom Seekers, and Abolitionists 
in antebellum southern Illinois? 

• Given this level of safety, where were Free African American communities located 
in southern Illinois circa 1850 and why? 
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Your Task: 
Analyze each primary source and complete the graphic organizer provided to identify 
specific evidence when answering the essential questions listed on the first page. 
 
 
 
Source 1: “Child-Stealing at The North” Vermont Phoenix (Brattleboro, VT) May 18, 
1849 (https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn98060050/1849-05-18/ed-1/seq-2/)  
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Source 2: “Attempt to Kidnap in Illinois” Anti-Slavery Bugle (New-Lisbon, OH) July 29, 
1854 (https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83035487/1854-07-29/ed-1/seq-2/)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Free Black Communities in Antebellum Southern Illinois 
 

 

4 

Source 3: “More Illinois Kidnapping” Anti-Slavery Bugle (New-Lisbon, OH) July 14, 1860 
(https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83035487/1860-07-14/ed-1/seq-3/)  
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Source 4: “The Inquisition in Southern Illinois” Chicago Press and Tribune (Chicago, IL) 
April 16, 1860 
(https://www.proquest.com/docview/175088382/E32A8342F5B4AC2PQ/1?accountid=1
3864&sourcetype=Historical%20Newspapers)  
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