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Adver&sement for the produc&on of “The Clansman,” 1907 

 
Introduction: 
Examine the advertisement at the top of this page. What do you notice? What might it 
mean? Why?  
This advertisement for a play was part of the resurgence of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), a 
domestic terrorist organization in the United States. In the years leading up to this 
revival, the public had been exposed to a steady stream of half-truths and distorted 
narratives about the original Klan, laying the groundwork for its return in the 1920s. 
Many of these portrayals of the KKK, including plays adapted from Thomas Dixon’s 
book, “The Clansman,” manipulated the public’s fears—particularly fears of racial 
dominance, threats to society, and the menace of terrorism—to bolster support for its 
revival. By 1907, “The Clansman” had already played to sold-out performances across 
the United States and was set to open in Cairo, Illinois.  
 
Essential Questions: 
• How was “The Clansman” received in Cairo, IL?  
• How did this response compare to the play’s reception across the nation?  
• What did reactions to these protests reveal about attitudes toward issues of race and 

free speech during the early 1900s?  
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Your Task: 
First, read The Cairo Bulletin newspaper report to determine how the African American 
community in southern Illinois responded to the play’s opening in their town. 
 
 

The Cairo Bulletin, January 18, 1907 (Cairo, IL) 
Negros Protest to Mayor and Chief of Police Against Production of “The 
Clansman” at Cairo Opera House 
A delegation representing some of the leading negro church people called 
upon the mayor and chief of police yesterday and requested that they use 
their influence to induce the elimination of objectionable features in “The 
Clansman,” the play by Thos. Dixon, which is to be given at the Cairo opera 
house Saturday night. The delegation acted in conformity with resolutions 
adopted at a meeting held at one of the churches some nights ago, at which 
speeches were made by some of the leaders denouncing the play and a 
number of other things. 
It is understood that His Honor and the chief called upon Manager 
Williamson with reference to the matter and had a long conference. 
Manager Williamson believes that some of the intelligent negros of Cairo 
are unduly aroused as there is in his opinion, nothing in the play to which 
they could consistently object, any more than white people could 
consistently object to the production of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” which will 
follow closely upon the heels of “The Clansman” at the opera house. 
The advance agent for the company states that at several places where 
objection was made by intelligent negros he asked them to appoint a 
committee, whom he invited to attend the play and, who declared that there 
was little or nothing calling for protest. Some of the situations may be a little 
overdrawn, just as they are in “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” in order to arouse and 
hold interest, but beyond this nothing objectionable is presented.  

 
 
 
 
Next, analyze the following newspaper articles written by both white and African 
American journalists—including Thomas Dixon’s defense (The Watchman & Southern, 
1905b)—to determine how well the two plays adapted from Thomas Dixon’s book, “The 
Clansman,” were received across the nation and compare these responses to those 
made in southern Illinois. Keep in mind the following questions: Which sources 
approved of the play’s content? Why? Which did not? Why? 
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Southern Christian Advocate, October 26, 1905 (Charleston, SC) 

 

The author is (circle one) for or against the play 
because… (complete this sentence) 
 
 
 
 
What evidence from the source supports your 
claim? (underline or write below) 

The News & Observer, October 15, 1905a (Raleigh, NC) 

 

The author is (circle one) for or against the play 
because… (complete this sentence) 
 
 
 
 
What evidence from the source supports your 
claim? (underline or write below) 

The News & Observer, October 15, 1905b (Raleigh, NC) 

 

The author is (circle one) for or against the play 
because… (complete this sentence) 
 
 
 
 
What evidence from the source supports your 
claim? (underline or write below) 
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The Watchman & Southern, October 25, 1905a (Sumter, SC) 

 

The author is (circle one) for or against the play 
because… (complete this sentence) 
 
 
 
 
What evidence from the source supports your 
claim? (underline or write below) 

The Watchman & Southern, October 25, 1905b (Sumter, SC) 

 

The author is (circle one) for or against the play 
because… (complete this sentence) 
 
 
 
 
What evidence from the source supports your 
claim? (underline or write below) 
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The Broad Ax, November 10, 1906 (Chicago, IL) 

 

The author is (circle one) for or against the play 
because… (complete this sentence) 
 
 
 
 
What evidence from the source supports your 
claim? (underline or write below) 

 
Revisiting the Essential Questions: 
How was “The Clansman” received in Cairo, IL? 
              
              
How did this response compare to the play’s reception across the nation? 
              
              
              
 
What did reactions to these protests reveal about attitudes toward issues of race and 
free speech during the early 1900s?  
              
              
              


