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A Look Inside an Iconically Quirky St. Louis 

Museum 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/20-years-ago-iconically-quirky-st-louis-museum-o

pened-180966962/  

________________________________________ 
The City Museum opened on October 25, 1997 in a part of St. Louis populated 
by abandoned warehouses. Jutting out of a boxy old shoe factory like growths 
are a hodgepodge of seemingly random objects, including a ferris wheel, a 
school bus appearing to tip precariously on the edge of the roof and an old fighter 
jet. The inside is packed with hundreds of thousands of square feet of things to 
explore, including tunnels to crawl in, a sculpted cave system, a life-size 
fiberglass whale to walk through and even a circus ring with daily performances. 
Incredibly, it's not a children's museum—in fact children must be accompanied by 
adults to enter. 

Founder Bob Cassilly, who died in 2011, envisioned the City Museum as a place 
to collect the artistic creations of his imagination that were often labeled 
child-like. The museum struggled for years as a non-profit before Cassilly 
managed to turn it into a thriving for-profit institution, and the City Museum today 
has been credited for revitalizing a once desolate central area of St. Louis. Today, 
an estimated 740,00 people visit the City Museum each year, more than double 
the actual population of the city it's in. 

As a collection of often rusty artifacts and crazy contraptions, the City Museum 
has also faced dozens of lawsuits from injured visitors. Cassilly himself was 
defiant in the face of any critiques about safety, preferring instead to have 
unrestrained space to explore and take risks; in fact one of the original proposed 
names for the institution was "The Museum of Things That Could Kill You." These 
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potential hazards and lawsuits haven't stopped it from collecting many awards, 
and making many must-visit lists for St. Louis and America. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
1)​ After looking at the picture of the outside of the museum you would say they get most of 

their “neat” materials from: (CCSS7) 
a.​ Recycled  
b.​ Donated 
c.​ Bought pre owned  
d.​ All of the above  

 
2) In the 3rd paragraph, first sentence what does it mean by “rusty artifacts”? (CCSS4) 

a.​ There is rust actually coming off of the items 
b.​ It is very old 
c.​ It is a safety hazard  
d.​ None of the above 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


