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Assessing with Primary Sources

Grade Level: High School (Grades 9-10)

Standard(s) or CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI1.9-10.4

Obijectives: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court
opinion differs from that of a newspaper).

Library of Congress Resources:
Tﬂ(](; Earfh'ltl-elloﬁ “Hello, Earth! Hello!”
V- NI

Marconi believes he The Tomahawk.
et ® ¥ 4 White Earth, Becker County, Minn., March 18, 1920
g | U8 | Page 6

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89064695/1920
-03-18/ed-1/seq-6/

arconl, the fa) -
pertected wireless telegraphy.
exceedingly interesting question

Topic Background:

A century ago, wireless meant an awesome tool used by the military, shipping industry, communications
services, and amateur "ham" operators to send messages via radio waves without wires—"wireless
telegraphy." Italian inventor and engineer Guglielmo Marconi developed, demonstrated and marketed the
first successful long-distance wireless telegraph and in 1901 broadcast the first transatlantic radio signal.
His company’s Marconi radios ended the isolation of ocean travel and saved hundreds of lives, including
all of the surviving passengers from the sinking Titanic. In 1909 he shared the Nobel Prize in Physics for
his radio work.

Excerpts from: http://americainclass.org/sources/becomingmodern/machine/text5/text5.htm
http://www.history.com/topics/inventions/guglielmo-marconi

Source(s) Used:

The source used for this assessment is an excerpt from a newspaper article appearing on March 18,
1920, on page 6 in The Tomahawk, a newspaper from Becker County, Minnesota. The author quotes
testimony from Guglielmo Marconi, who explains that he has received strange sounds while
experimenting with wireless technology. He believes these sounds are signals that originated from the
inhabitants of other planets. The article goes on to say that many other scientists, including Thomas
Edison, also believe that these signals may be some type of communication from another planet.

Multiple Choice Answer Key:
Question1-D
Question 2 — A
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THE TOMAHAWK.

OfFFiciaL Orcan OF THE MiNNEsoTA CHIPPEWAS.
*“Truth betore Favor.”™

Mincesots, Tharsdsy, r920.

—— —

“Hello, €arth! Hellol”

White Carth, Becker County, March .’8'~

F COURSE you rocall Jules Verno's
“Ten Thousand Lengues Uoder the
Bes,” Whell, his submauorine s now
an accomplished fuct, len't 17
Angd donhtloss you read Kipling's
“With the Night Mail"” Well, the
Atinntic haos beea cressed o =
singte fight, huso't 0t?
Probubly, uwlso, you read H. G
Wells' “The War of the Worlds,"
In which the Martians descended
upon us with Aghting machines aven
wore formidable thon the tanks of the grent war
aod m mysterlous agent of wholesale destruction
elvdtz more dendly than any gns uscd by cither
u

Well, who shall say thnt Walls hasa't the rlght
Idea nhout Mars beilng (nhabited hy belngs Just
um smart a9 wo are—und probobly o good deal
mourter?

It 1s o bold men who saoy “lopossible” these
doys.

Anyway, Guglielmo Muorconl, the famous Ital-
lon engincer, who perfected wilreless telagraphy,
hos spened up un exceedioply Interesting question
by (hll nmtemunt'

P e A

Questions:
Consider the following sentence from the paragraph marked with the arrow:

->

“I buve encountered durfng my experiments with
wircloss telegraphy most amazing phenomens,
Most striking of all 18 the recelpt by ma person-
ally af sigmuls wlich I belleve originated In the
space beyood our planet, I belleve It i3 entirely
possibla that these signnals may hove been seat
by tha Inhubitants of othér planets to the Inhnhi-
tants of curill

“If there are any human beings on Mars I
would pot be surprised 1f they shonid find n menns
of communication with thia planet. Linking of
the scfence of astronomy with that of clectriclty
may bring about Almost anything.

“While oar own planet 18 a storchousp of won-
ders, we ore not warrnanted In accepting us a fact
tha general supposition thot the inhobitants of
our comparatively Insipnificont plonet are any
more highly developed than lobabltunts (it there
be such) of other plonets

“For ull we kpow, the strunge sounds that I
pave recelved by wircless muy be only & forerun-
ner of a tremendous discovery.

“The messages have heeo distinet but unintel-
ligitle, They bave been recelved slmultaneously
In lLondon wund In New York, with ldeatical In-
tensity, Indlenting that they must have origloated
at & gront distance,

“While our own planet is a storchouse of wonders, we are not warranted 1n accepting
as a fact the general supposition that the inhabitants of our comparatively insignificant
planet are any more highly developed than inhabitants (if there be such) of other planets.”

1. Which of these words is closest in meaning to the underlined word warranted? (CCSS.ELA.RI.9-

10.4)

a. Opposed
b. Incorrect
€. misguided
d. justified

2. Based on the entire paragraph, what is the meaning of the underlined word supposition?
(CCSS.ELA.RI.9-10.4)

coop

A theory believed to be true even without proof.

A fact about which there is no doubit.
A belief that is known to be true.
An opinion that is believed to be untrue.
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